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THE SETTING OF MARK

i Mark’s story is qUICk paced and dramatic.

. Compellmg and with elements of HeIIenlstlc theater WhICh suggests It was meant
- tobe read aloud ‘ |

« -Its main concern is. wonder found n the good news of “J esus the Messmh the Son
. ofGod”(l 1). ~



| . ertten for Gentlles who did not know Hebrew. or Aramaic |

< Hebrew names and Aramaic words are translated (3:17; 7:34; 15:22, 34) and Jewish purification
- rituals are outlined (7:1-4). . . .

| ‘However the audience does understand many rudiments of the Christian message, such as Pllate
' Pharisees, and “rabbl > which Mark does not feel the need to explaln

Pl Clement of Alexandrla sald Mark wrote his gospel In Rome




MARK’S LITERARY FORM

e Tﬁlree confessrons of Jesus’s identity structure Mark’s gospel. _ |
~* The author: “The begmmng of the good news about Jesus the Me551ah the Son of
i 0dE (1 1).. | . . ‘
Rl _.Peter “‘But what about you‘7’ he asked. “Who do you say I am?’ Peter answered
" “You are the Messiah’” (8:29). - S

* The centurlon at the cross: “Surely this man was the Son of God” (15 39)

o Mark Wants to persuade us to see Jesus as the Me33|ah embraced by aII the
World | ~ ‘

. Through the corroboratlng testlmony of the Ieadlng Jewrsh apostle and a gentlle



THE MINISTRY OF JESUS IN GALILEE

(1:1-8:26)

o . Prologue (1: 1- 13)
.-« The First Phase of the Galilean Mlnlstry (1 14-3: 6)
= The Second Phase of the Galilean Ministry (3 7-7:23)
e+ The Thlrd Phase of the Galllean Mlnlstry (7 24—8 26)




The Prologue (1:1-13)

i Opens W|th John the. Baptlst who fulfills the caII of Malachn 3:1 and Isalah 40:3

. He 1s “on stage to announce the messianic kmgdom to come. -

- When Jesus is baptized in the Jordan, the Holy Spirit alights on h|m and the Father
~ confirms his identity as the beloved son, we know we have met the hero of Mark’s drama.

. Jesus Is then sent by the Spirit into the wilderness (1: 12).

« Mark mentions he was there for forty days with Satan temptlng h|m Wl|d anlmals present
and angels mlnlstermg to him (1:13). - _ : ,

* There isno narratlve of the temptatlons (Mt 4:1- 11 Lk 4 i 13) Wthh keeps Mark’s story '
; mysterlous and rapld ' _ . |



The First Phase of the Galilean Ministry

(1:14-3:6)

e John moves off stage, Jesus moves up stage
. John is arrested but Mark does not explain who did it or why. -

o+ Jesus’s message ““The time has come....The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
beheve the good news” (1:15). ' kR »

e esus goes north after John’s violent removal and 1mpr1sonment

- This new kingdom is a realm of power, whose klng bears unlque authorlty to
challenge the powers of the world. | |

» Jesus caIIs many to leave careers they immediately follow h|m 5
. He teaches with authorlty, and crowds attend to him. |
« 'He casts out demons, heals many, and forgives _sms.



The Second Phase of the Galilean Ministry

(3:7—7:23)

-+ Jesus’s following takes on a measurable
- form in the Twelve. Tha
e 'TTWere men are Iisted-(3:13—.19), which N3
.symbolically echoes the twelve tribes of Israel.
* These “apostles” (6:30) receive inside
teaching not given to the public (4:34),
and three of them witness breathtaklng scenes i
(ralsmg up a httle girl [5: 37] and J esus S transﬁguratlon [9: 2])

« They are enabled and given a mission of heallng defeatlng Satan and
preachlng to others just as Jesus does TS ey _



* Mark gives a selection of Jesus’s parables about the kingdom.

» The kingdom is like “scattered seed” (4:26), "a grain of mustard seed” (4:31), and Jesus is the
sower (4:1-20). , , .

~» Parables were typical of Jesus’s teaching style (4 2, 33— 34) which often veil to many the true
secrets of the klngdom (4:11-12).

e * A number of Jesus’s apostles are Galilean flshermen

3 Sometlmes he teaches from a boat (4:1).

-+ Twice storms arise and Jesus silences the storm (4:35-41; 6 45 52) WhICh shows his power
over primeval forces of chaos ~

e There is an aggresswe posture In Galilee toward Jesus.

‘s Mark 6 recounts John’s arrest and death under Herod to complete the story and show Herod’s
ammosﬂy to Jesus.

* Jerusalem’s leadershlp is sending emissaries to interrogate him (7 1).

. J esus rephes “You have a fine way of setting a51de the commands of God in order to observe |
your own traditions” (7:9). '



The Third Phase of the Galilean Ministry
(7:24-8:26)

o The ] ordah River’s inlet to the Sea of
Galilee was a barrier.

< Culturally it separated the Greek |
Decapolls in the east from the Jewish
regions in the west - »

. Polltlcally It was the boundary between
Ph|||p and Herod




| * Jesus moves east to aV01d Herod’s threats and enters Gentlle culture
* He heals many and mlraculously feeds four thousand people.

-» When Jesus’s eating practlces are criticized (7:1-5, 14-23) he declares “all foods clean meaning in the new
klngdom the lelSlOIl between clean and unclean” no longer applies.

e Jesus moves back and forth between these two reglons. ;
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THE SUFFERING OF JESUS IN
JERUSALEM (8:27-16:8)

.;_ . JesUs_traveIstQ_ Jérusalem_(8:27—1(_):52) A
< Jesusenters Jerusalem (11:1-13:37)
-+ Jesus dies in Jerusalem (14:1-16:8)



Jesus Travels to Jerusalem (8:27-10:52)

« In Caesarea Phlllppl Jesus asks his followers about his |dent|ty

e InPhilip’s reg10n which was the farthest place away from J erusalem Peter
- correctly says, “You are the Messiah” (8:29). | -

» After Peter’s confession-Jesus heads south to Jerusalem.
L Along the way Jesus redeflnes their expectatlons of the Messiah.

.+ Peter also has much to learn as when he rebuked J esus for saying “the Son of Man
must suffer and die”” (8:31-33) and when he suggested that they linger onthe
mountam When Jesus was transflgured (9: 5). , . |

. Jesus frequently asks that his identity. and works be kept a secret



+ As Jesus redefines the concept of “Messiah," he also redefines discipleship.
» The disciples were arguing among themselves over who was the greatest, so If Jesus
. died they would have a successor (9:33-37).
- » Sacrifice Is essential to membership in the kingdom.

e Peter rebuked Jesus for saying the Messiah must suffer and die, and Jesus replied,
~“Get behind me Satan! You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely

‘human concerns” (8:33).

_ « “Whoéver wants to be my dlsc1ple must deny themselves and take up the1r Cross and
follow me” (8:34). - ~ -

'» Models of dISCIp|eShIp are found in chlldren (9 36; 10 14) and those who '_ :
suffer such as the blind. |

» ‘They.are innocent and plarnly ask for What they need WhICh IS mercy and gift, rather
than pr|V|Iege and power. S .



Jesus Enters Jerusalem (11:1-13:37)

~» Mark’s mention of Jericho means J erusalem is close.

R They are fallowing the normal route of JeW|sh pilgrimsto Jerusalem durlng the -
_major. feasts such as Passover.

‘. Jesus S entrance |nto Jerusalem is dramatlc ;

wine Prlgrrms express joy for him as he enters the C|ty, and he expresses outrage at the.
commercialism of the temple. .

. As he goes between Bethany and Jerusalem he curses a flg tree—a symbol of IsraeI
~ and its temple—because it bears no fruit (11:11). T

-+ He debates Ieadlng figures in Jewish so<:|ety and offers the parable of the vineyard
and t:we tenants (12 i= 11) to explaln how he will be kllled by this proud and Jealous ,
peop e; | . | |



Jesus Dies In Jerusalem (14:1-16:8)

‘e Death Iooms over the story as authorltles plan to k|II Jesus (12:12) despite
' hIS popularlty with pllgrlms |

* Heis taken from his prayer at the Mount of Olives to the hlgh prlest Calaphas ,
and then to the Roman governor Pilate.

8 Mark’s cruc1ﬁx10n scene is deeply ironic.

+ Jesus'is called “kmg SlX tlmes (15 2,912, 18, 26 32) and 1S mocked three ttmes
. onthecross. |

~ « He'is buried by a rich man and women d|s<:|ples representlng the polar opp03|tes
-of Israel the pIOUS leadership of the natlon and the poor from Galllee



and wonder

~ « When the women arrive on -
- Sunday morning, a heavenly
“messenger says that Jesus Is -
alive, fulfilling-his threefold
promise of resurrection (8: 31
9:31; 10:34). | -

. “Trembhng and bew11dered‘ the women went out and fled from the tomb.
They said nothing to anyone, because they were afrald” (16:8):

5 ,'. . Here Mark’s gospel poignantly ends in mystery and Wonder and

prodS_ us to complete the drama with our own belief. - -



AUTHORSHIP AND DATE

e Unllke most HeIIenlstlc biographies, none of the gospels mentlon their
- -author by hame. - o

~«-Galen states that it Was not necessary to put his name on hIS works When they were
' _for public consumption “as everyone gave them a d1fferent title.”

~ « The gospels were I|ker personal documents wrltten for the communltles

they served. -

+ The bishop Paplas (2nd Cent) remarked that Mark was the |nterpreter of Peter who -
~ wrote down all that he remembered of the Lord (in Euseblu_s s Eccl. Hist., 3:39.15). ..



« But who exactly was this Mark who was so close to Peter?

« Mark was a very common name in the Roman world.

-+ In the New Testament onIy one Mark is mentioned (Phm 24; 2 Tim 4:11; Col 4:10; Acts 15:39; 1 Pt 5: 13)
or “John whose surname is Mark” (12:12, 25; 15:37).

- = From these references a composite personality emerges.
Mark was a Greek- speaklng convert who knew some Aramaic.
He became a Chrlstlan and-worked closely with Peter
Hejomed Paul on his first mlssmnaryjourney

.+ Early.church tradition says Mark wrote around the tlme of Peter S death under Nero
WhICh puts'it in the early 60s. ~ '

-« If Mark served as a source for Matthew and Luke (703 and 80s) it would have elrculated earller some say
begrnnmg in the 505 or 40s : -



