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PERSPECTIVE

e o become alert, capable readers of the New Testament
L understand |ts various books |

Bl 0 galn essentlal background matenal
; | ' o Tc 0 dlgest the New Testament S most 1mp0rtant teachmgs
e 0 appreC|ate It more as Scrlpture |
o To grow in one s own Chr1st1an comm1tment o




METHODOLOGICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS

e '_Scrlpture and Study |
- b The New. Testament IS “the Word of God”
e Revealed through the Holy Spirit and the church
C The message IS tlmeless but the form is not |



METHODOLOGICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS
‘The message of the Bible may be timeless, but the form

- of that message is not. To accomplish his self-revelation
in history, God necessarily had to embed that revelatlon
“in the historical and cultural context of its orizinal |
~rear~=. When Jesus told a parable, he framed it in Ways;

.-'that made sense to first- century farmers and flshermen

—-_—



METHODOLOGICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS

When Paul wrote a Ie];];er, he used not only his own personal cultural
‘preferences, but he wrote to be understood, using words and 1deas
meaningful to a first-century audience. Today we may understand a great
deal of that message, but probing its depths requires effort. In- many
‘ways, we are foreigners to this story, outsiders looking in and strugglmg
‘to comprehend it fully. Which means that we will need to.become
hlstorlans and archaeologlsts as we read these ancient manuscripts.
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A Reader s Bias

+ Bias often interferes with mterpretatlon
% « We understand through our own experience.
e We brlng this “pre- understandmg” to the text. .

. ..Over._comlng bias by knowing contexts
1. We must understand.our own context clearly.
2. We must embrace the biblical world’s context.



Context, Context, Context
-+ Each word has many meanings

« The breadth of meaning is its semantic range.
» This semantic range Is determined by context.

. Interpretatron requrres hum|I|ty
| « We are reading as foreigners not sharing the orrgmal context
e The New Testament’s own context should determine its meaning.

¢ We study The New Testament in Antrqurty, because the New Testament emerged
from the context of antiquity.

~+ Context is often assumed rather than stated, but there are some key elements to pay
attentron to iIf we are to recreate the context.



Context Context Context

- The job of interpretation thus requires humility of
- the first order because we are admitting that we are
- reading this story as foreigners and out3|ders notas

readers Who snare ItS on_qln Icontext "



Context Context Context

~ « The title of this book is deliberate: The New Testament IN

- Antiquity. Our primary responsibility is to gain the meaning of
- our Scriptures by understanding not only our own interpretative
~contexts but also the original context of the New Testament. The

~context of anthmty should control how we understand the New
s Testament today - -



RECREATING THE CONTEXT

Three |mportant elements contrlbute to rebundlng the
-New Testament context -

b Land
o ey Hlstory >
e _3.| Culture



RECREATING THE CONTEXT

L Knowmg the Land
A The New Testament took place in many reglons throughout the ancient world

e Jesus’s teaching, Paul’s missionary Work and the evangel1sm of the early
church took place In diverse areas of the anolent world.

. Natural features such as mountalns water and cllmate play roles in the story



RECREATING THE CONTEXT

Knowrng the Land

- * Where HeIIenrstro Jewish, Roman, and other cultures were separated or mmgled
- made a drfference In the teachmg and work of Jesus and his drscuoles |

. The geographlc range for A 4 oy
mterpretatron runs along with :
“the Roman Emplre from Persia
1o Spam - -
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_ Under Herod Antipas
|:| Under Herod Philip

Under Procurator of Judea

|:| Under Proconsul of Syria
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il Knowing the HiStory | » The historical struggles between Romans
(PR | Sy and Greek influenced Jewish self-identity
« Time makes a s_ignifi.cant‘difference in ~ during the New Testament era.
et "F‘t,e'fpr..e“ng g Neyv aent. » The historical range for interpretation
Lo « “Every culture .k'no'\'évs its own history” and = | begins around 333 BC with Alexander’s
~the ancient world placed a high valueon ~  defeat of the Persians, to the second
remembering one’s cultural history. - - Jewish War against Rome in AD 132—
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a0 Knowmg

-+ Every society
values, social

'+ Knowing acu

the Culture

has a set of predictable reflexes and rltuals aesthetlcs and

habits and politics which help make up its cultural Identity.

ture. helps one understand what was the expected response of

- the audience to whom Jesus and his apostles brought the gospel
35’8 If we don’t learn their culture we’ll fill in the blanks with our own, which

often leads to sometlmes superficial, sometimes Serious mlsmterpretatlons

. One Cultural Key: Shame and honor
Shine Av0|d|ng shame and accumulatlng honor organlzed anC|ent somety



