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THE SETTING OF LUKE’S GOSPEL

-« Luke-Acts makes up about a quarter of the New Testament.
 Both are addressed to Theophllus and are read as a smgle narrative about Jesus and his
d|5C|pIes - t . | .

. Th1s ‘most excellent Theophlhis (Lk 1:3; Acts 1: 1) 1S llkely someone of a hlgher social -
_class, perhaps the equestrlan order ora I|terary patron who flnanced the copying of these

scrolls

| s Luke Acts IS generally d|rected toward gentiles.

i Jew1sh customs, such as Passover are explamed (Lk 22 1) or translated (¢ scribe” n
Matthew becomes “lawyer” in Luke). .

5 Theophﬂus and the others need to “know the certalnty of the thmgs they have been taught |
(Lk 1 4) ‘ S ,



LUKE’S STORY ABOUT JESUS

| . God’s salvatlon for all is revealed INn Jesus Chnst

« This salvation includes many senses |
. Heallng from disease (17:19; 18: 41—42)
Liberation from demonic control (8:36)

_ Restoratlon of life to the dead (8:50)
Rescue from disaster (6:9) 7
Forgiveness of sins (7:49-50)

e A response to faith (7: 50; 8:48)

. Another theme in Luke Acts |s the Holy Splrlt (Lk 4
Acts2).

o Acts presents the fulflllment of the events predlcted |n .
Luke.



THE PROLOGUE (1:1-4)

e Luke clarlfles his methodology In giving an account of Jesus.

gt Luke is concerned with how Jesus has fulfilled God's plan about WhICh many have
B st ertten (1 20; 4:21; 9: 31 21:22, 24; 24:44-47).. .

Spabd Luke s sources are eyewitnesses and servants of the word (1: 2)
~« Luke adds that he investigated everything (1. 3—4)

_* This 1s to give Theophﬂus and others an accurate and ord'erlyaooount” to oonﬁrm b
them |n their falth - - . - g



THE INFANCY NARRATIVE (1:5-2:52)

 Luke beglns W|th the birth of John the Baptlst
- (1:5-25), ;

« Zechariah and Elizabeth are blameless though
childless (1: 6-7).

- The angel Gabriel announces to Zechariah, who

~serves in the temple, that his son will be filled
with the Spirit of God and prophetlcally make

. ready the way of the Lord (1 13-17). -




« Gabriel then vrsrts Mary In Nazareth (1:20). | |

* Mary will have a son named “Jesus” (1:31) and he will be called the Son of God (1:32), a royal
title that would challenge both Jews and Romans. -

o Son of God is also linked to Adam (3:38).

« As she has never had sexual relations (1:34) she wonders how-this can be, and Gabriel answers -
_through drvrne |ntervent|on (1:39), for with God nothrng WI|| be |mpossrble (1:37).

- *.Mary agrees: “Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord. Let it be to me accordmg to your word”
(1: 38)

. Luke Juxtaposes the b|rth of Christ with polrtrcal hrstory (2 1- 2)

. Augustus Caesar pIanned to inaugurate a new era of peace through admrnrstratrve reform
taxes, and the census. - <

+ Mary and Joseph traveled. back to Bethlehem where Jesus IS born and laid in a manger.

« An angel announces Jesus's birth to shepherds who represent the lowly and humble to Whom
- God offers salvation (2:10-11). Ry

. Angels break into a royal chorus of prarse over the b|rth (2 14)



THE BEGINNINGS: JOHN AND JESUS

(3:1-4:13)

i . 'J'o-hn' enneunces and precedes the coming of the Lord (Lk 3:2-6; Isa
- 40:3-5); his message will usher in God's salvation (3:6).

-+ John's message is that Judgment IS near and all are called to true repentance
(3 8) and. conversion, which results in compassmn and justlce (3:10-14).

« John baptizes in the Jordan River as a
- sign of canversion but points to one
mightier than him bringing salvatlon and
Judgment (3 1 22).

~ = Baptism transforms the ntual washing of
Jews ina m|kveh




- A Jesus IS baptlzed by John in the Jordan.

~» The Spirit empowers him for ministry (4:18), and the Father's voice affirms Jesus’s
d1V1ne Sonship, kingly rule, and identity with Isaiah’s Suffering Servant.

i Luke recounts Jesus’s ancestry (3:23-28) back to Adam.

'_ * In his genealogy, Luke a gentile, underscores Jesus’s role as “the new Adam who
~brings salvation to all of humanity. | , »

. Jesus Is tempted in the wilderness by the Devil.
"« He was “led by the Sp1r1t” (4:1) from the Jordan for forty days.

e+ Luke’s account of the temptation is thorough hke Matthew S rather than elhptlc like
- Mark’s.



THE GALILEAN MINISTRY (4:14-9:50)

* + Luke introduces and summarizes Jesus’s Galilean ministry (4: 14—15) as done in
- the power of the Splrlt engaglng In V|gorous teaching and resultlng In pralse by -
call.

A Jesus reads from Isalah (61 1-2; 58 6) In the synagogue

+ “The splrlt of'the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to preach good news to
“the poor.....He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight
to the bllnd to set at I|berty those who are oppressed to proclalm the acceptable year |
of the Lord.” (4 18- 19) ' . -

e He says this is fulfilled in their hearlng (4 21) because he |s the one who brings
| salvatlon WhICh IS not weII recelved (4 29) - e



» Jesus begins his ministry by callmg his
disciples (5:1-6:49).

+He demonstrates his authorlty to heal and
- forgive (7:1-50).

» He proclaims the message of his kingdom
(8 1-9: 17) |

« He commissions his apostles to share this
ministry (9:1-6). ~

e The ¢limax comes with Peter's confession

| . that Jesus is the promised Messiah (9:18-20).

« *Jesus surprisingly declared that the Messiah -

" must suffer, be killed, and be raised on the thlrd '

day (9: 21 22).

* His dISCIpleS likewise will suffer for the
~kingdom (9:23-27).



THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM (9:51-

19:44)

. ThIS sectlon contains the most unique eIements of Luke

. Jesus denounces the Ieadershlp of the Pharisees and scribes (11:37-54) and focuses
.on d|SC|plesh|p (14-18).

e In Jencho Jesus is recogmzed as “the son of DaV1d” (18 38)
- o HIS reoeptlon in Jerusalem is more divided. | |
o Jesus enters on a colt, and people welcome him W|th Psalm 118

~+ Jesus does not silence the praise (19: 40) but weeps over Jerusalem and her
coming Judgment (19: 41-44). | .

» They w111 not truly recognize the time of their ¢ VlSltaUOIl from God” (19:44; of Gen
90 24 25 Job 10:12; Isa 23:17). - ,



JERUSALEM MINISTRY (19:45-

21:38)

e _'The 'conflit:t between Jesus and the Ieaders'of the nation

Falle s They try to-trap h|m especially in reaction to his dramatic moves of the cleansmg of
- the temple and questlon the authority of him and John-the Baptist.

. Jesus responds with with the parable that Jewish Ieadershlp is on the way out (20: 9
19), a teaching about paymg taxes (20:20—- 26) and of teachmg about the resurrection
(20: 27—40) ‘ ‘

~eln these controversies Jesus responds with such W|sdom that the opposmon IS
' SIIenced (20 7,19, 26 40 44) A



THE CRUCIFIXION, RESURRECTION,

AND ASCENSION OF JESUS (22:1-24:53)

‘e Jesus’s |nnocence is affirmed throughout hrs arrest and death by both
Prlate (23:1-35) and Herod (23:6-12).

o This'is |mportant for Theophrlus and other Christians who need to see how the
crucifixion was a travesty of justice. - -

. Cru01ﬁX1on was oon51dered the most ¢ oruel'and'disgus'ting pena_ltyf’ (C'ioero,
- Against Verres 2.5. 165), and no Roman citizen could be executed on a cross.



-+ The women hear the witness of the two angels (24 74 8) that he is rlsen but the apostles
say it is nonsense (24:11). |

Jesus appears to two dISCIp|eS on the road to Emmaus (24 13-35)-and corrects thelr understandlng before he
ascends mto heaven (24 36—43 Acts 1:1-11).

.'.-) *'IJ;. Q
o




AUTHOR AND DATE

. Whrle we do have cIues about the first reader(s) of Luke Acts, the author IS
~unnamed. ~

e The author was weII educated Wrote In Ilterary Greek and thoroughly and accurately
“integrated the Septuagint. ~

+ Either a Greek or a Hellenized Jew who traveled wrth Paul throughout hIS travels In Acts '
(168 10; 20:3-5; 27:1- 28:17) ‘

e It cannot be Sllas Tlmothy Mark, Barnabas or others because the author refers to them in
the third person. . . ‘ |

-~ « Luke was named by PauI as a companron on his travels endrng In Rome (Col 4. 14
Phlm24) oyl . | Gt

. There are other unnamed companrons as well.



J - . - - .

. The church was unanlmous In credltlng this book to Luke.

 Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, the Muratowan Fragment, and Jerome aII refer to
~this as Luke’s gospel

» Jerome: “Luke; a phys101an of Antioch as his writings indicate, was not unskilled in
the Greek Ianguage An adherent of the apostle Paul, and companion of all his
]ourneylng, he wrote a Gospel” (De viris illustrious 7). i

| K Thus Luke is the only gentlle author in the New Testament

. The earliest date for Luke-Acts is AD 62.

 Its abrupt endlng suggests it 1s two years after Paul’s arrival in Rome asa prlsoner
(Act 28:30), while the deaths of no major figures is mentioned. ‘



LUKE AS HISTORIAN

. Luke writes as a participant in the early history of the church.
~+ He traveled with Paul |n his missionary work with early churches.

« Asa gentlle convert he reI|ed on sacred trad|t|on (1. 2) and the accounts of others In.
Jesus s life, such as Mary (1 5-2:52).

. Luke used great care in his research

« He “followed” or “investigated” everythlng (1: 3—4) n order to glve certalnty” to the *
~ teachings recelved as the Christian falth moved |nto a perlod of hostility (Acts 17:6;
. 28 22) | o



